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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road       ▪       Quakertown, PA 18951       ▪        610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 
 

MINUTES  
 

May 13, 2008 
 

Jim Brownlow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Supervisors Present: Jim Brownlow, Chuck Halderman, and Rob Zisko  Absent: Karen Bedics, Barbara Lindtner 
Also present: Sandy Everitt, Secretary/Treasurer; Mark Laudenslager, Chief of Police; Scott MacNair, Co-
Solicitor; and Rich Schilling, Township Manager.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Approval of the minutes of the April 29 meeting was deferred until the May 27 meeting, as Jim was not present for 
that meeting and there was not a quorum to vote. 
 

Bills for Approval 
 
Rob Zisko moved to approve the bills listed on the April 30 – May 9, 2008, ($15,455.55) and the May 10 – 13, 
2008, ($16,750.26) bills lists. After several questions and clarifications, Chuck Halderman seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously.   
 

Reports 
 

Road Department (posted) – Accepted as presented.  
 
Code Enforcement (posted) – Accepted as presented.  

 
Police Report (on website) – Chief Laudenslager presented the proposed hiring policy for policemen and 
highlighted the differences between the current policy and the proposed policies.  

• The new policy shortens the time required in the hiring process by moving polygraph and background 
checks to the end of the hiring process after the field of candidates is reduced. The current policy places 
those tests at the beginning of the interview process; this change is proposed because of the time and cost 
associated with these tests.  

• The existing policy gives the police department complete discretion in the hiring process. The proposed 
policy begins with interviews of candidates by the police panel. The township manager and the police chief 
would interview the top three candidates. They would present their choice of the top candidate to the Board 
of Supervisors for final approval.  

• The new policy also expands the physical fitness requirement to include many of the tests performed by the 
Allentown Police Academy. Our department will be able to use the Allentown testing facility at no charge.  

 
Jim Brownlow asked for clarification about who would serve on the Police Oral Review Board (identified under 
Item 3, page 3). Chief Laudenslager said the Review Board usually includes the police chief and three other 
policemen in whom the chief has confidence. These are generally other police chiefs who have shown the ability to 
lead and exhibited good hiring in their own departments. Jim felt that this should be defined in the policy and Scott 
MacNair agreed this would be helpful and could help prevent any future conflicts of interest. Chief Laudenslager 
will further define the Oral Review Board. Action on this policy will take place later in the meeting. 
 
In April, 64 incidents were investigated, 7 of which involved criminal offenses. There were 3 accidents involving 6 
vehicles and 1 injury. Property valued at $650 was stolen with no recovery of the stolen items.  
 
Township Manager’s Report – Rich Schilling met with Maria Weick, Farm Market Manager, on May 7, 10, 12 
and 23. The Farm Market Board was included in the last three of those meetings. The Farm Market will open 
Wednesday, June 4, and run through November 19. It will be open from 4 – 7:00 p.m. on the grounds of the 
Springtown Fire Department. Rich submitted the final, revised draft application paperwork to the State on April 25. 
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The township will front the $2,000 grant amount to the farmers. The State will reimburse the township within 45 
days. Several applications have already come in and Rich expects to have the final list of participants by the May 
27 Supervisors meeting.  
 
On April 9, Rich met with Ron Brosky, the township’s insurance agent, and with representatives of MRM 
Insurance. The township received an insurance premium dividend check for $10,079.60 in May. A number of years 
ago, the former township manager, Barbara Smith, moved our insurance coverage into a municipal risk 
management group along with a number of other municipalities. This has proved to be a profitable move, as the 
group had good experience over the last several years and this is the first of five anticipated annual premium 
returns.   
 
Rich met with the treasurer and all department managers to review first quarter spending in conjunction with the 
2008 budget. On May 9, the township expenses were at 28.7% of the projected annual budget.  
 
On April 25, Rich attended a special re-opening ceremony for the restored historic bridge on Old Bethlehem Road, 
along with Supervisors Brownlow, Lindtner and Zisko; Representative Paul Clymer; and a number of township 
residents.  
 
Jim Brownlow asked for an update on the Cable Franchise Agreement. Rich plans to attend the Nockamixon Board 
of Supervisors meeting on May 20, where that will be discussed. Rich will have a recommendation for our Board at 
the May 27 meeting.  
  

Presentation to Vice-Chairman Chuck Halderman 
 
Jim Brownlow indicated that Chuck Halderman is making personal plans that may affect his ability to continue 
serving on the Board of Supervisors. On behalf of the Board and of the citizens of Springfield Township, Jim 
presented Chuck with a plaque in appreciation for the nine years of service he has given to the citizens and to the 
township. After a hearty round of applause from those present at the meeting, Chuck indicated that he and his 
family are in the process of moving out of the township. He thanked his family for their support that enabled him to 
serve as a supervisor. He expressed appreciation for the community that is Springfield Township, for the staff and 
supervisors serving the township, and for the opportunity granted to him to be able to serve. Chuck expects to 
submit his letter of resignation later in the month, but expects this could be the last meeting he will attend.   
 
Rich Schilling indicated that if Chuck’s resignation letter is received at the next meeting, the Board has 30 days to 
select a replacement. 
 

Presentation to Palisade School District’s Cybersonics Team – Deferred until May 27 meeting 
 

Public Comments on Agenda Items   
 

Bob Bell – Bob expressed appreciation for the new hiring policy. He asked if the new policy will eliminate the 
existing policy which was adopted by resolution, and was assured that it would.  
  
Bob expressed concern that the intricate nature of the hiring process may rule out some candidates that might be 
available under the criteria available for a second-class township to hire, whereby a good candidate can simply be 
“tapped on the shoulder” and invited to join the police force.  
 

Old Business  - None 
 

New Business 
 
1.  Approval to Purchase a 2001 Sterling L Dump Truck – Rich Schilling requested that the Board authorize 
him to bid on a truck available from another township to fill the Road Department’s need. This purchase was placed 
in the 2008 budget. Rob Zisko moved to authorize Rich Schilling to present a bid for the 2001 Sterling L Dump 
Truck. Chuck Halderman seconded; the motion passed unanimously.    
 
2.  Award of Road Projects – 4 bids were received⎯3 for the Passer Road scratch course and one for double 
bituminous seal coat. Bob Wynn, Township Engineer, reviewed the bids and recommended that the supervisors: 
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a) Accept the low bid of $67,000 from Blooming Glen Contractors for Passer Road, based on a unit 
price of $67.20 a ton and an estimate of 1,000 tons. 

b) Accept the low (and only) bid of $135,000 from Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, based on a unit 
price of $2.52 a square yard and an estimate of 53,000 square yards. 

Acceptance of both bids is conditional upon receipt of insurance certificates and performance/payment bonds. 
 
Rob Zisko moved to accept the recommendation made by Bob Wynn and award the bid for Passer Road to 
Blooming Glen Contractors and the double bituminous seal coat bid to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions, conditioned 
upon receiving insurance certificates and performance/payment bonds. Chuck Halderman seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously. Payment for these contracts will be from the State Liquid Fuels fund.  
 
3.  Coyote Concerns – Mark Laudenslager reported that township resident John Dancey is requesting permission to 
shoot coyotes on township property. There have been reports of coyotes killing wildlife in the township and of 
stalking a resident last year while she mowed her grass. Rich Schilling said the Road Department found a fox killed 
on township property that appeared consistent  with a coyote killing. Chief Laudenslager added that residents had 
reported seeing coyotes resting on the gravel piles on township property. Rich added that EMS workers often sit 
outside around the EMS building. Scott MacNair said that in cases where public safety is at issue, the Board could 
give permission to shoot coyotes on township property. Scott thinks that Mr. Dancey should sign a waiver releasing 
the township from any liability and that some procedures should be put in place. Chuck noted that the township has 
an overabundance of deer, which coyotes do help keep in control by killing fawns. Chuck thinks we should check 
with the Game Commission about whether a coyote problem actually exists and about how we should proceed. Jim 
agreed and he also thinks that the Board should authorize Scott MacNair to draw up a list of criteria to govern 
activities such as this on township lands, to include in part: 

1. Should a minimum amount of insurance be required? 
2. Should the township be named on the insurance policy? 
3. Should the township be indemnified against anything a person might do while on township property? 
4. Should individuals identify where they will be on township property? 
5. Do they have to notify the township before they enter township property? 

Chief Laudenslager suggested that Scott MacNair not draw up criteria for hunting until after discussion take place 
with the Game Commission. If they do not recommend hunting the coyotes, the policy might not be required. Scott 
will not draw up the policy until after discussion takes place with the Game Commission. 
 
Bob Bell commented on several points of the discussion. Coyotes can be killed anytime; the Game Commission 
does not protect them. Bob feels the Board’s primary concern should be with coyotes’ contacts with humans. 
Statewide, Bob is not aware of any human injuries caused by coyotes. Bob thinks the township adopted a 
prohibition against hunting on township property. Rich Schilling will check into this.    
 
4.  Police Hiring Procedures & Advertising for Vacancies – Rob Zisko moved to authorize Rich Schilling to 
advertise for one experienced police officer and one recruit-type officer; and, to prepare a resolution for the 
proposed hiring policy to include input from the solicitor and the Board-recommended addition of a definition of 
the Police Oral Review Board.  Chuck Halderman seconded; the motion passed unanimously. The resolution is to 
be reviewed for adoption by the Board at their May 27 meeting. 

 
Correspondence 

 
Jim Brownlow noted that correspondence received was listed on the agenda.  He mentioned another letter received 
from Senator Wonderling which outlined the dates and times that he has met regarding the PPL situation.  
 

Public Comment - None 
 

Supervisors Comments  
 

Rob Zisko thanked Chuck for his many years of dedicated service to the township. 
 
Jim Brownlow reminded the residents that the first PUC meeting to review PPL’s request to go through the 
township with new lines will be held tomorrow (May 14), and that the township will be represented at that hearing 
by legal counsel. The meeting location was changed to Room 1. Bruce Whitesell said that SbULU will be taking a 
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bus to the PUC/PPL meeting and invited anyone interested in going to talk with him after the meeting. Rich 
Schilling advised those riding the bus they have permission to park their cars on the township parking lot.  
 

Adjournment 
 

At 8:15 p.m., Jim Brownlow moved to adjourn the meeting. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Everitt 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  May 27, 2008 
Approved:   June 10, 2008    


